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the tax-system, without clearly realising that
it is impossible to criticise the parts satis-
factorily, except in relation to the system
considered as a unity. Thus their well-meant
efforts appear both to administrators and
to political economists almost invariably
misdirected, and their work has borne little
fruit,

The British Government, both in the
United Kingdom and in India, has accepted
very unreservedly the principle of taking the
public into partnership in all matters affecting
taxation and general administration, and,
compared with most European Govern-
ments, is peculiarly responsive to reasonable
criticisms. Few readers of the political
literature above referred to seem aware of the
existence of the vast masses of statistical
information, official reports of governmental
departments and royal commissions, and so
forth, which are perpetually being poured
forth by the labours of the permanent civil
service. These official publications (parlia-